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English 11

Notes on Rhetoric/Ethos, Pathos, Logos

Rhetoric:

· The art of speaking or writing effectively

· The study of writing or speaking as a means of communication or persuasion

The goal of argumentative writing is to persuade your audience that your ideas are valid, or more valid than someone else's. The Greek philosopher Aristotle divided the means of persuasion, appeals, into three categories--Ethos, Pathos, Logos.

Aristotle:

· Ancient Greek philosopher credited with developing the three areas of persuasion: ethos, pathos, logos

· Aristotle taught that a speaker’s ability to persuade is based on how well the speaker appeals to his or her audience in three main area: ethos, pathos, logos.

· Later rhetoricians have called this theory the Rhetorical Triangle

Ethos

· Refers to writer’s /speaker’s “ethical appeal”- how well the writer/speaker presents herself or himself

· Refers to character of the speaker or writer/ the source's credibility, the speaker's/author's authority

· Does the writer/speaker seem knowledgeable and reasonable?

· Does the writer/speaker seem trustworthy?

· Does the writer/speaker treat opponents, people who may disagree, with fairness and respect, or does he/she take cheap shots at them?

· Does the writer try to establish common ground with the reader?

Pathos

· Refers to writer’s/speaker’s “emotional appeals”- how well the writer/speaker taps into the reader/listener’s emotions

-How the writer/speaker will make the argument “matter” to others

- Does a piece of writing/advertisement/lecture evoke feelings of sadness, pride, fear, anger, patriotism, love, justice?

Logos

· Corresponds with the argument’s “logical appeals- how the writer/speaker uses the “text” of his/her own argument and evidence/ the logic used to support a claim (induction and deduction); can also be the facts and statistics used to help support the argument.

· Effective arguments will probably include facts and supporting details to back up writer/speaker’s claims

· May contain testimony from authorities and will demonstrate the writer/speaker’s carefulness in choosing and considering evidence

· These arguments are likely to be well organized, skillfully written, well edited

· When reading/listening to a logos based argument consider the following: What is being argued here? What points does the author offer to support his/her idea? Are the arguments logical, or is he/she jumping to conclusions?

The Rhetorical Triangle

· The Rhetorical Triangle is an Equilateral Triangle

· Each concept (Ethos, Pathos, Logos) is as important as the others

· A balance of three is important in any argument

· Too much of one concept is likely to produce an argument that readers/listeners will either find unconvincing or that will cause them to stop reading.

· Each of the three areas affect one another

· An illogical argument may move us emotionally, but only in the sense that it makes us angry with the author for wasting our time.

· An overwhelming emotional argument may make us feel that the author is relying exclusively on emotions rather than offering solid reasoning.

· If an argument contains only facts and figures and no emotional appeals, we may simply get bored.

